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African-Americans, because of the higher
rate of preventable diseases and the great at-
risk nature of so much of the African-Amer-
ican population who go without primary and
preventive care and health care coverage in
general.

But we are moving forward. And we have
an opportunity now in the next few weeks
to send a message to the country and to the
Congress when you vote in your commu-
nities. We want to keep working forward. We
want to keep going forward. We don’t want
to go back. We know we can make a dif-
ference in jobs and crime and the deficit,
and we know we can make a difference in
health care if we’ll stay at the task.

So I ask you to keep doing what you’re
doing, keep standing for the right things,
keep being a shining symbol of America at
its best. I look forward to being with you and
supporting you, and I am very grateful for
the support you’ve given to me.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:57 p.m. from the
Port Authority Terminal in Miami, FL, to the as-
sociation’s centennial celebration at the National
Theatre in Washington, DC. Karen Mouton was
assistant to program producer Debbie Allen.

Remarks at a Democratic Senatorial
Campaign Committee Dinner in
Miami, Florida
October 15, 1994

Thank you very much. There’s nothing left
for me to say. [Laughter] You know, Hillary
kind of got into that zone that sometimes you
get into, and she was just hitting on all cyl-
inders. And I felt very much like I did the
first time I ever gave a public speech as an
elected official over 18 years ago. I went to
a Rotary Club installation banquet in south
Arkansas as attorney general. And it was the
first time I’d ever spoken since I’d been
elected, and I was nervous as a cat. There
were 500 people there; we started at 6:30.
Everybody got introduced in the whole
crowd, except three people; they went home
mad. [Laughter] And I got introduced to
speak about a quarter to 10. And the only
guy more nervous than me was the guy intro-
ducing me, and he said, ‘‘You know, we could

stop here and have had a nice evening.’’ And
when I heard Hillary hitting her stride, I
thought, we ought to stop here, we’ll have
a nice evening. [Laughter]

Let me say, first, to Hugh and to Carol,
thank you, thank you so much not only for
this evening but for all the days and all the
nights that you have helped to advance the
cause of the Democratic Party and of our
administration and all the things that you
have given to your country out of a genuine
desire to make things better for other people.
I thank you so much, and I’m honored to
be here in your home tonight.

I want to thank the Members of Congress
who are here, Senator Daschle, who was
here, and Congresswoman Meek and Con-
gressman Hastings, Congressman Torricelli,
who’s come all the way from New Jersey, and
say how very glad I am to be here. I want
to echo the sentiments of my wife about my
fine brother-in-law; I may have a little more
to say about that in a moment. And I want
to thank my long-time friend Bob Graham.
You know, I told somebody not very long ago,
someone—I don’t even know how the con-
versation came up, but it got around to the
fact that I’d known Bob Graham a long time.
And this person who was talking to me had
not known him a long time and was marvel-
ing about how much money he had raised
as chairman of the Democratic Senate Cam-
paign Committee. I said, ‘‘Well, it doesn’t
surprise me because he gets more done than
anybody I know, and secondly, he’s had me
at every crossroads in the United States at
these fundraisers.’’ [Laughter]

I was a Governor for a good long while.
Some days I wish I still were—[laughter]—
but rarely. I served with 150 American citi-
zens, men and women, who were Governors.
And I can say without any qualification that
he is one of the 5 ablest people I ever served
with as a Governor out of that 150. But he
has a weakness that I also have, apparently,
and that is that on occasion, we’re better
doers than we are talkers. And the crowd
we’re running against are a whole lot better
talkers than they are doers. And part of the
reason is, they have more time to think about
what they’re going to say because they spend
so little time worrying about what they’re
going to do.
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And I must say, just for example, our
friends here in Florida—I didn’t carry Flor-
ida in the last election, but I worked hard
to do a good job for Florida. We’ve worked
hard not to let Hurricane Andrew be forgot-
ten. We’ve worked hard to get Homestead
rebuilt and regenerated and revitalized. We
worked hard to save the space station and
the space program, which is so important to
central Florida; to settle the American Air-
lines strike, which is very important down
here. Florida was one of the States that got
permission to slash through all the Federal
rules and regulations to try to find new and
innovative ways to control health care costs
and cover more people without health insur-
ance and to reform the welfare system and
to move people from welfare to work. And
that’s just a beginning.

I’d also remind everybody, with Mr.
Torricelli here, that until I really got behind
the Cuban Democracy Act, along with Dem-
ocrat Torricelli and Democrat Graham, we
couldn’t find the Republicans and where they
were on that legislation or what they were
doing.

So I don’t know if any of that will register
in this election, because they talk very well.
But I want you to think tonight about what
you can do in the next 4 weeks, maybe in
a nonfinancial way, in the States in which
you live to change the outcome of the elec-
tion, or in the cases where we’re winning,
to reinforce the outcome of the election.

You heard Hillary make the case, but the
fact is, I ran for President to be a different
sort of President. I did not expect that the
environment in Washington would be as par-
tisan as it turned out to be. I never dreamed
I’d see grown people actually get up and will-
fully kill bills that they themselves were for,
just to make sure that nobody else got credit
for helping. I thought that was something
that children did in a play yard. I didn’t
dream grownups would do it, and I sure
didn’t dream that anybody could get away
with doing it.

I wanted to go to Washington to get this
economy going again, to get our people to-
gether again, to make that Government work
for ordinary citizens again. And I think we’ve
made a good start. We have brought the defi-
cit down; we’ve got the economy up. When

Bob Graham cast the decisive vote on the
economic plan—all the Republicans voted
against it, and they said, ‘‘If this thing passes,
the economy is down the tubes; if this thing
passes, we’ll lose jobs and the deficit will go
up.’’ Well, they’ve been telling us that fairy-
tale for 12 years. We tried it their way for
12 years, and they quadrupled the national
debt and drove the economy in the ditch.
We changed our policy, we reversed trickle-
down economics, and we’ve had 4.6 million
jobs and 3 years of deficit reduction for the
first time since Harry Truman was the Presi-
dent of the United States.

When we tried to pass family and medical
leave, they wanted to filibuster it. They said
it would be bad for small business. Well, we
passed family and medical leave, we joined
over 100 other countries that had already
done it, and guess what? We’ve had record
new incorporations of small business and
record small business profits. It hasn’t hurt
anything, but it’s helped a lot of working peo-
ple to be home when their babies were born
or their parents were sick. That’s the truth.

When we changed the whole college loan
program to lower the interest rates and string
out the repayment terms so that every middle
class person in this country could afford to
go to college, not a single one of them
helped, not a one, zero. But we kept going,
trying to make this thing work.

Then we got to our trade initiatives, and
we actually had a bipartisan effort on
NAFTA, and I thought, ‘‘This thing is turning
around.’’ And then late last year, the Senate
voted 95 to 4 for a crime bill; the Republicans
voted 42 to 2 for it. So we finally got it
through the House, and we brought it back
to the Senate, and we were going to have
a vote on the final crime bill. It was really
very much like what I campaigned on for
President and what they voted for a year ago.
But instead of being 42 to 2 for it, they were
38 to 6 against it. Why? Because it was close
to election, and they cared more about de-
feating an administration initiative to make
our streets safer than they did making the
American people safer. So if they had had
their way—2 weeks ago I signed that crime
bill; we have already released funding for 250
more police officers for Florida, 95 of them
in Dade and Broward County alone—if they
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had had their way, they wouldn’t be here.
But they are here; they are here. And there
will be more.

So you have to make a choice in this elec-
tion not just to contribute but what you’re
going to do in the next 4 weeks. We’re bring-
ing the economy back; we’re making the
Government work for ordinary people; we’re
moving into the future. Are there still things
to be done? You bet there are. There are
still jobs to be created. There are still people
who are working hard and never get a raise.
There are still problems in our inner cities
and isolated rural areas. There is still a new
trade agreement that we have to adopt. We
still have to have the Summit of the Americas
and try to create a whole new explosion of
economic opportunity in our backyard.
We’ve still got to pass welfare reform. We
still have to address the health care crisis.
Another million Americans lost their health
insurance this year; almost every single one
of them was a worker or the child of a work-
er. So yes, there are problems. But we are
clearly moving in the right direction.

And the alternative is about as stark as it
can be. Look at what happened in the last
week of the Congress. You all know what the
filibuster is; if a bill gets filibustered it means
it takes 60 Senators instead of 51 to pass it.
In the 1800’s, we had an average of one fili-
buster every 6 years. In the 1900’s, we’ve had
an average of one filibuster a year. In the
last days of the Congress, there were four
filibusters on four different issues on one day.
Why?

They filibustered the Superfund bill to
clean up the waste dumps of the country.
You know, it’s the only bill I ever saw that
everybody was for. The chemical companies
were for it, the labor unions that worked for
them were for it, and the Sierra Club was
for it. I thought there must have been some-
thing wrong with it; everybody was for it. The
only people in America who were against it
were the Republican Senators. Why? Be-
cause they would have rather denied a Dem-
ocrat the opportunity to say from a platform
like this, ‘‘I helped to clean up toxic waste
dumps,’’ even if they had to leave the poison
in the ground. Nobody else was against it.

They killed campaign finance reform.
They killed lobby reform. They killed a bill

they’ve been crowing about for years, saying
they wanted it, that would have required
Congress to live under the same laws that
Congress imposes on private employers. I al-
ways thought that would be a great thing for
Congress to pass. And if ever there was a
bill that every Republican ought to hallelujah
to, that was it. But they killed it. Why? Be-
cause they didn’t want anybody else to say
they had a role in that.

Now you have to decide not just where
the check goes but what you feel in your
heart about what you want for your country.
I’m telling you, it’s time to turn the lights
on in this country. We’ve got to get people
out of this idea that everything’s going wrong
and things are bad. The economy’s coming
back; we’re assaulting our problems; we’re
moving into the future with confidence. The
only thing that can derail us is rewarding the
kind of misbehavior we saw in the last week
of this session of Congress, and we have to
stand up to it. And you have to decide.

What about their contract with America?
Have you seen it? It’s a trillion dollars in
promises: ‘‘We’re going to balance the budg-
et and increase defense and revitalize Star
Wars.’’ And when you say, ‘‘How are you
going to pay for it?’’ they say, ‘‘We’ll tell you
after the election.’’ It’s just like what they
did before, a trillion dollars worth of prom-
ises. How will it be paid for? You know how
it will: exploding the deficit, sending our jobs
overseas, cutting Medicare, not funding
those police officers you need here to fight
crime and drugs and gangs. That’s what will
happen. And we’ll have this economy in a
ditch again just like they did last time if you
ratify the contract, not those of you in this
room but everybody you know in this coun-
try. This contract on America is nothing more
than the second verse of trickle-down eco-
nomics. We tried it; we saw it; it did not
work.

So the choice is clear: Are we going for-
ward, or are we going to go back? Are we
going to give in to all this sort of naysaying
and negativism and all the things they say?
You know, they talk about how liberal and
out of step the administration is. If you had
a Republican administration that cut the def-
icit, presided over an expansion that pro-
duced 4.6 million new jobs, got tough on law
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and order, and began to clean up some of
this country’s most serious problems, they
would be asking you to canonize them,
wouldn’t they? I don’t want you to canonize
me. I just want you to vote for good people
for Congress so we can keep going forward
and facing our problems and moving into the
future.

You know, this is a very exciting time to
be alive. Look at what happened in Haiti
today. Look at the progress we’re making in
the Middle East, even in the face of the ter-
rible murder of that young Israeli soldier.
Look at the progress in Northern Ireland.
Look at the progress in South Africa. Look
at the fact that all these heads of democrat-
ically elected nations are coming here to
south Florida to the Summit of the Americas
and they want to build a new future with
us. This is a wonderful time to be alive and
to be seizing this incredible array of opportu-
nities.

And what we have to do is just simply to
say in the next month, we have thought about
this, we have seen it. We have a path to the
future that is working and a ticket to the past
that didn’t work the first time. We will take
what works and say no thank you to people
who want to play on our fears, divide us
against one another. While the Democrats
are seeking to empower people in the new
direction we are seeking, they just want to
grab power. We’re going to say, ‘‘No thank
you, let’s build tomorrow and make it better
than today.’’

Thank you very much, and God bless you
all.

I want you to clap one more time for Bob
Graham. This is a plaque which recognizes
the fact that he has done a much better job
than anybody who ever held this job before
him. And you’ve already heard that this is
the first time we’ve ever been able to give
the maximum contribution to 19 of our Sen-
ate Democratic candidates. And it’s because,
like everything else he ever did, Bob Graham
got the job done. Thank you very much. [Ap-
plause]

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:50 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to din-
ner hosts Hugh and Carol Westbrook and senato-
rial candidate Hugh Rodham.

Remarks on the Return of the United
States Delegation to Haiti

October 16, 1994

Good afternoon. Secretary Christopher,
Mr. Gray, distinguished members of Con-
gress, and members of the delegation who
went to Haiti. Let me welcome you back to
the United States from your historic trip. We
are here today to continue this remarkable
celebration of freedom over fear that all of
you witnessed yesterday in Port-au-Prince
and here to look ahead to the hard work the
people of Haiti now have to do in order to
rebuild their nation.

But first let me say a few words about the
situation this morning in the Persian Gulf.
I was pleased that the United Nations Secu-
rity Council yesterday passed a very strong
resolution and unanimously condemned the
recent provocative actions by Iraq near its
border with Kuwait. The Security Council
resolution makes clear that the international
community will not allow Iraq to threaten
its neighbors or to intimidate the United Na-
tions as it ensures that Iraq does not again
possess weapons of mass destruction.

The message is clear: Iraq must complete
its withdrawal. It must not threaten its neigh-
bors in the future. It must comply with all
relevant Security Council resolutions. The
troops, ships, and attack aircraft I have or-
dered to the Gulf area will continue to re-
main there until the crisis passes.

As our troops in the Gulf are helping to
enforce the will of the international commu-
nity, our young men and women in uniform
in Haiti are doing so as well. And as all of
you saw yesterday, they’re doing so in a bril-
liant fashion. When we sent our Armed
Forces to Haiti just 4 weeks ago, their mis-
sion was to pave the way for President
Aristide’s return. Yesterday that mission was
completed, as the President returned home
in joyous atmosphere that we all watched so
happily from here. Now Haiti is a nation
where violence is down and the Parliament
is back, a nation where men and women free-
ly chosen by the Haitian people are once
again leading their country, where a long
night of fear is giving way to a new day of
promise.
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